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international Specialists in the Environment

MEMORANDUM

DATE : June 11, 1987
T0: File
FROM: Matt Arnold A%

SUBJECT: 1I11inois/F05-8704-074/F1L0385S1
Robinson/Briggs Manufacturing
1LD065242935

Briggs Manufacturing is a manufacturer of vitreous china. The plant
has been in operation since 1918 under various owners. The latest
acquisition was by J. P. Industries which purchased all of Brigg's
plants.

The site was originally identified by the I11inois EPA in the form a
preliminary assessment submitted to the U.S. EPA.

Located on-site are two wastewater settling lagoons. Wastewater from
the manufacturing process is pumped into one of two settling lagoons.
Sludge which settles out is annually dredged on the ground and placed
adjacent to the lagoons. The sludge is 50% clay and after a period
of time hardens into a solid form. The sludge has not been removed
since the early 1960s. The facility has an NPDES permit to discharge
the wastewater into a tributary of Sugar Creek.

In 1981, two maintenance workers mistook pyronal, a transformer oil,
for herbicide and sprayed an area behind the plant. On July 7, 1981
the I1linois EPA obtained soil samples in this area and detected
PCBs at concentrations up to 37 ppm. The area where the spraying
took place is currently under construction. Soil from this area was
excavated during the placement of foundations.

recycled paper



Also in 1981, a leak occurred in the fuel line to a 150,000-gallon
underground tank. As a result of the spill, an undetermined amount
of fuel oil flowed into a tributary of Sugar Creek. The underground
tank has since been removed.

On May 19, 1987, Ecology and Environment, Inc./FIT performed a site
inspection at Briggs Manufacturing. Michale Tomlison, plant engineer
at Briggs Manufacturing, was interviewed, followed by a visual
inspection of the site. No samples were collected.

The two settling lagoons are bermed and clay lined. No runoff was
observed. Areas of soil were stained with what appeared to be dust
from the clay pigment mixture. However, dust did not appear to be
blowing off-site. Large piles of solid waste were observed around
the lagoons.

The site is located in an industrial and residential section of
Robinson, I1linois. The majority of the drinking water in the area
is provided by a municipal water system. The municipal wells all
draw from an unconfined sand and gravel aquifer. Depths of these
wells range from 80 to 90 feet. The unconsolidated materials forming
the present day land surface in Crawford County vary greatly in
thickness and water yielding capacity.
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